ROYAL BAPTISM

begin by turning her alliance into neutrality, and end by
turning her neutrality into war. . . .

[CoRRESP., xxii, 17553.]
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ROYAL BAPTISM

TO THE   COUNT  OF MONTALIVET, MINISTER FOR HOME

AFFAIRS

PARIS, April 13, 1811.

I HAVE fixed June 2 for the baptism of the King of
Rome. It will be celebrated in the metropolitan church of
N6tre Dame at Paris, where the Empress and I shall attend
in state to take part in the ceremony, and to render thanks
to God for the birth of our son. After the ceremony at
N6tre Dame I shall dine at the Town Hall of my good city
of Paris, and watch a display of fire-works. The same day
the Te Deum will be sung throughout the Empire. I desire
all the fetes and rejoicings to take place simultaneously, and
according to the programme you have submitted to me; I
therefore wish you to send instructions to the mayors of
the communes, fixing the amount they are allowed to spend
on these fetes. Let me also have the list of the marriages that
could be arranged for in all the principal towns, by provid-
ing dowries for poor and orphan girls, and by mating
them with discharged soldiers. I want you also to invite
the mayors of approved towns to the baptism; each mayor
to be accompanied by two deputies chosen from the leading
members of the General Council. Make each of them an
allowance for travelling expenses, on a scale which will
enable them to keep up a proper appearance during their
stay in Paris, and to put their servants into the livery of
the towns they represent.

[CORRESP., xxii, 17604.]
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